Several recent studies have focused on the role of herpes simplex virus type 1 (HSV-1) immediate-early (IE) protein ICP27 in viral mRNA export [4]. Some other evidence suggests that a distinct export pathway, the CRM1 system [1], could play a role in ICP27 export. CRM1 recognizes its cargo proteins by binding directly to leucine-rich nuclear export signals (NESs) in those polypeptides. As ICP27 is an essential HSV-1 regulatory protein, it is important to understand its mode of action, especially in regards to viral mRNA export. It was previously shown that HSV-1 is sensitive to leptomycin B (LMB). Leptomycin B (LMB), a specific inhibitor of CRM1 export 
